"..'anted: Used Talents!" 

Text: Matthew 25:29, "For to everyone who has will more be given, and he 

will have abundance." 

(Read wanteads out of newspaper. ) 

I think this is a good example of what is wanted in the different fields of 
employment and that is experience. And experience indicates that the person 
has talents that have been used and cultivated and have made that person 
desirable fey in industry. It also goes without saying that a person who is 
experienced is more valuable to his employer, and thus commands a better 
salary. 

The story of the master entrusting his property to his servants is a story 
that everyone who calls himself a Christian, must take very seriously, ii 
±sxaxatHxxxtiia± To begin with, the talents involved in the story were not 
really coins or money, but were a weight instead. A talent of silver was 
worth approximately ^576 dollars. The man who received five talents then, 
received :'J2880 dollars, the man who received two talents received ,1'152 
dollars, and the one talent man received >576 dollars. 

An interesting thing about this story is the question, "Who was the one 
talented or useless servant portrayed in the story?" William Barclay says 
that is was the Scribes and the pharisees to whom Jesus was referring. i£ 
xkistxixxxkHXK_a.3iKxklisiKXKSx«5L{ixsHMxt 

The Scribes and Pharisees were people who strove to keep the letter of the 
law exactly as it was. Any change from this, or failure to follow it in 
this manner was heresy to them. We have many Scribes and Pharisees xhxotie 
amo g us today. These are the people who are given talents by God and do 
not use them, or refuse to use them. 'Their action is the equivalent of 
digging a hole and burying the talent in the ground. 

This parable also tells us that God gives different gifts to different 
r ">ple. It is never, how much talent a man has, but what he does with it» 
God never expects us to do things we are incapable of doing, nor does He 
require us to perform any act which we are unequpped to perform. But He 
does expect us to use our abilities to the fullest,. He does require that 
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we use our abilities to the fullest. He does require that our talents be 

usf for His honor and glory. 

(Illustration of Adam Clark, Sngli s] fcheoli gian) 

Perhaps this is what made this man the great thinker he was, or what gave 
him the incentive to use his abilities in the proper way. He used his talents 
as best he could and he succeeded 

But this parable also points out one further thing, and that is, the 
reward of work well done is more work to do. Jesus never said that j*ou are 
to serve me for only a three year period, or for one year in my Church School . 
But He said" take up Jrour cross and follow me." Have you ever known people who 
felt they only needed to serve God for a limited time? I had one woman in 
a church I served become very indignant when I suggested she continue to 
serve in a certain capacity. She very firmly and forcefully informed me 
that she had done all she was going to. She had worked in the Church School 
f o _ a three year period and now it was somaone elses turn to work. If we 
looked at our service to the Lord in this light, I dread to hear what our 
Lord is going to say to us when we come to the day we stand before Him and 
He pronounces His eondemnation on us. He will say, "Deapart from me you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels." And 
you will find this recorded a little later in the same chapter we have used 
for our scripture and test. I do not mean to imply that our Christian service 
and witness will be easy. It will be difficult at times, and yes, even dis- 
couraging because we will be beset with the trials and problems of life, as 
well as becoming confronted from the wiles of the devil. But through the 
strength and the power that comes from God through prayer and seeking His 
guidance we can overcome all of this. 

But you see our service for the Lord is for a lifetime. This does not 
me._i that we must ser*ve in the same capacity year after dreary year. But it 
does mean that after we have served a term on the Church Council, that we 
move out and work in another area. We each are given different gifts from 
God. We do not all possess the same abilities, and this is indeed fortunate. 
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'/ouldn't the choir sound horrible if they were all sopranoes? Or all basses? 
It kes a blending of Sopranoes, basses, tenors and altos to make it sound 
beautiful. It takes ushers, and acolytes, preachers, teachers, assistant 
teachers, and workers of all kinds to run a church. 

But did you ever consider that each one of you are unique? Have you ever 
thought that in God's great pl q n you are something special? Ask Paul Pfabe 
sometime to explain fingerprints to you and you will find that no two finger 
prints have ever been discovered that were identically the same. Each finger 
print is unique and different, xexkk Joesn't this say something to You? Joes 
it not make you feel that God was really concerned when He created you? Does 
it not show that you are something and someone special in His eyes? 

You are important in God's eyes and in His kingdom. He has something for 
you to do. You were so important that He gave His don for you. What you do 
or do not do is important and makes a great difference in the Lord's work, and 
to \e witness of Christ. tfe must always remember that very few people are 
Abraham Lincoln's, or Shakespeare's, or Thomas Eaisons. Most of us are and 
always will be unknown and unheralded in the world. 3ut it takes all of us 
common people to make up this world and therefore we must play an important 
pa t in the vast plan of God. Therefore, it Is up to each of us to determine 
just where and how we can fit into God's XK&fflss plan. 

(Illustration of Paul Rees and talents, as well as the line from Sangster 
sermon on talents) 

Most of us are only one talent people. But this tasx does not mean that 
we are any less important than anyone else. In an orchestra it takes all of 
the different instruments to make a symphony SHHsnt produce beautiful music. 
But justvlet one of those instruments be played xhxs out of tune, and it dis- 
rupts the entire concert. So it is with us, we must all blend our talents 
to fcher to create the harmonious beauty that we can have in Christ's church. 
^iiKxtsaiiHTixExx^Ka±i[kjcxgxrix3[ii*xs:SHSHE]EakiHiixiHxSiiTisi 
<?g]ii£2S^»^*w*6tg_.4S. luff- jQasXiS. uC-lffi3tf2^£i£" Vi*io^"i>ffGo£- is ,*al linnets. " 






This, is the day which the .Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and be glad in it. 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

BUTLEfi, P£NN13VLVANI * 

Christ I an Enlistment Sunday November I t 1 974. 

Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs, Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
Greg Bobko, Marc i a Mc0RfDE - AcoLvrea 

ORDER OF "ORSHIP 1 I ;00 A.M. 
Prelude Mubic: ''The Lord is My Light" Psalm ?7 

lf PRELUO£ ON "MeLITa 11 DykeS 

Si lent Prayer 

*ProCESSI 0NAL H.YMN NQ. ^0 "Cqme, U'E WHO LOVE THE LOBd" 

"Ascription - Choral Amen 
'Exhortation 

*Confeseion (In Unison) "Gracious Goo, Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, von have promised to receive jb h«hen we 
come to you. We confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed. We have disobeyed vour law. 
We have not loved you or our neighbors as we should. 
Forgive ub, God, and grant that we may live- and serve 
you in newness of llrei through jesus christ our lo*d . amen 
*Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 
*assurande of pardon - choral amen 
•Praise 

*Pabtor: '0 Lord open our lifs, 

'People! And our mouth Shall show forth thy praise 
'Dqxqlogy No. 55' 
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 2jj: IU-3O 

Hymn No. 256 "Lord, speak to me" 
'Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles' Creed) 
*Glo«i a Patri 
'Call to Prayer 

'Pastor: The Lord &e with you. 
'People: And with thy spirit. 
'Pastor: Let us Pray. 
'Prayer and Prayer Responbe 
Offering 

Offertory: "The Peace of God" Martin 

DeoIcation of Under Shepheros 
Budget Presentat i on 



Nomination of Elders and Deacons 

Anthem; "This is Mv Country" Jacobs - Choir 
Solo - Von Maloney 

Sermon: "WANTED: USED V LENTSJ » 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
*Hymn of Dedication No. 259 "Because I have been given 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen much 11 

Organ Postluoe: "Marche Heroique" Stickles 

^ „ - _ _ _ _ *Congregatjon Standing -------- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have oeen placed by 

Mr, & Mrs. Roy Pflugh in memory of "Loved Ones'*. 
Serving as Ushers today are: *Wally Feder, John Snow, 

Mont MacKinney, James MaLoneYj Steve Vargq. 
President and Mrs. Raymond Covert will represent Council 
at the door today. 
Nursery will be provided today sy Mrs. Barb Vargo and 

Karen Kewnedv, 
Attendance last Sunday was 205. 
Hospitalized! Mr. W. W, Pfabe 
Those Nomunated for a three year period for Elder are! 

RoBCRT Basehore, and Gene Stephenson. For Deacon; 

Paul Pfabe, Don Kennedy, Joan Master and William Pflugh. 
Today - short meeting with all the Under Shepherds in 

the front of the Sanctuary right after Worship. 
The Under Shepherds will visit you in your homes today 

or sometime thi.6 veek, Please make them welcome. 
Wed, - Nov. 13 - 10:30 A.M. - Mary Martha Circle. 
Next Saturday - Nov. 16" - 6:00 P.M. - THE YOUTH 

FELLOWSHIP WILL HAVE A SWIMf. I NG PARTV AT THE YMCA. 

Everyone IS TO meet at the V. They will go/the home 

of Mr. & Mrs, Ray Covert, 127 White Oak Drjve, 

Meadowood. Parents can pjck up the Youth at 9 P.M. 
Thurs. - Nov, 21 - Butler Area Laymen's Association 

will hold their fall meeting and djnner at St. Paul's 

United Church of Christ at Connooueness i ng at 6 MP. 

Tickets are available from Robert Tait, j . w. Harmon, 
and Paul Pfabe, 



To walk in the way of the Gospel means to let 
Christ possess us wholly. And those who walk in 
this blameless way are blessed. 
welcome visitore; sign cards/book 
hf/ftf ffitmr x-vry, *fA*f*. <j-j, T&tmj 

XATItv F&9i&r - /? 7t**+- T£*a <**,->, 



.'ouldn't choir sound. horrib if all sopranos? 
Or all bass? 

Heed blend bass, sop, ten, alto make beautiful 
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workers all kinds run oh. 

(Illustration fingerprints) 
D U ever figure U unique? 
Ask Paul Cabs bout fingerprints 
This way we are/all unique/each spec G eyes 
.-Vlway remem very few A. Linoolii/-Jhake3t)eare/:idison 
Host us will B unknown/unheralded in world, 
vofore, play import role G's plan 
Up 2 each us determ where/how fit in G's plan 

(Illust. P. Sees, and Qangster) 

. us 1 tal peop 
But this no mean we tenant less import anyl else. 

In orchest takB all instruments make symph produce 
beautiful music. 
But 1 instr out tune create havoc/disrupt all 
Jo with us, must blend tals 2gether create harmon 
beauty can have Christ's church 

(Illust. wealthy Girl, consec 2 Xp.) 
God calling those B follow His Son from His hvnly 
classified ads, 
' sauted: Used Talents!" 

./ill U apply 2day? . 

" " join ranks those employ G in His work.' 
" " add your tals, however small, feeble they 

B 2 work '+ ch of Js Xp? 
t about/ask G lead direct what should do. 



"Wanted: Used Talents!" 

Text: Matthew 25:29 "For to everyone who has will 

more be F jiven, and he will have 
abundance. " 

(iief ' want-ad3 from newspaper.) 

r^ood examp what wanted fields employ/that expel 
Sxper indie pers has talents used/devel/cultiv 
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i er w/exper more valu employ/better salary 

j -arable Js told scrip every Xpian take seriously 
Teletns not coins but weight. 
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Jho 1 tal '.-, useless serv? 
Wm Barclay, Pharisee/bcribes 
Sc/phars keep letter law 
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These peop tal from G not use/refuse use 
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Never how mush tal man has, but what does with it 
G never expec us do thing we incana do 
nor does require perform act ■ r linequipp perform 
But G does expect use abilis fullest 
" " " require use talents give us 
Talents for His honor, glory 

(Illust. Adam Clark) 

Perhap this made him great think '<, g*.ve incent 
y use tals best could, succeeded 

L'his para pt 1 furth thing, 
that is, work well done/more work 2 do. 
Js no say you work 3yrs, 1yr 
He say, "Take cross, follow me." 
Have U ever know peop feel only need serve G short 
1 worn tell me, "worked 5yr, now somel else turn. 
If we look serv this lite, G say when stand Bf Him 
"Tl Tft rt f-nnm me you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared ior. the davll and his auS&ls." 
This record later on same chap as scrip 

Xpian serv & witn no easy, task, I no imply this 
~>o not mean serv same dreary job yr after yr 
Do mean serv, certain area, move another 
nch given diff gifts from 3 
so possess same things, this fortunate 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



